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ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 EA-11 ISO-OO EB-11 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 

RSC-01 DRC-01 /035 W 

— - 112024 

R301000Z APR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2840 
INFO AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 

UNCLAS BANGKOK 6988 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, TH 

SUB J : NOV 1974 FOOD PROCESSING AND PACKAGING 
TECHNICAL SEMINAR MARKET DATA 

REF : A. STATE 82377 
B. BANGKOK 5202 

SINGAPORE FOR RTDC 

1. FOLLOWING TABLE PRESENTS THAILAND'S TOTAL FOOD PROCESSING AND 
PACKAGING (FPP) EQUIPMENT IMPORTS FOR 1972 AND 1973 WITH U.S. 
PERCENTAGE SHARE OF THE MARKET. 1973 FIGURES ARE AN ESTIMATE 
BASED ON STATISTICS FOR FIRST EIGHT MONTHS OF THE YEAR: 

1972 1973 

(INTHOUSAND) U.S. 

U.S.S SHARE U 
FOOD PROCESSING EQUIPMENT 
FOOD PACKAGING EQUIPMENT 
TOTAL 4,927 12.6P 

P READ AS PERCENT 

NOTE: THESE FIGURES DIFFER SLIGHTLY FROM THOSE IN REFTEL B 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 06988 301300Z 

BECAUSE OF ELIMINATION OF SEVERAL SMALL IMPORT ITEMS WHICH DO 


(IN THOUSAND) U.S. 

.S.S SHARE 

2,660 21.3P 4,133 17.4P 

2,267 2.4P 1,938 6.6P 

6,071 13.9P 
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NOT MEET CRITERIA FOR BEING FPP EQUIPMENT. 

2. FROM THE ABOVE TABLE IT IS APPARENT THAT THE 23 PERCENT 
INCREASE IN THAI FPP IMPORTS IN 1973 WAS DUE SOLELY TO FOOD 
PROCESSING EQUIPMENT IMPORTS. PACKAGING EQUIPMENT IMPORTS ACTUALLY 
DECREASED IN 1973. THE INCREASE IN THE U.S. SHARE OF PACKAGING 
EQUIPMENT WAS EXAGGERATED BECAUSE OF VERY POOR SALES IN 1972. 

THE U.S. HAD 15 PERCENT OF THE PACKAGING EQUIPMENT MARKET IN 1971. IT 
CAN ALSO BE CONCLUDED FROM THESE STATISTICS THAT WHILE U.S. SALES 
OF FOOD PROCESSING EQUIPMENT GREW CONSIDERABLY IN 1973 (BY 27 PERCENT 
) 

THIS RATE OF GROWTH DID NOT KEEP UP WITH THE INCREASE IN TOTAL 
FOOD PROCESSING EQUIPMENT IMPORTS (55PERCENT). FOR A NUMBER OF THE 
FPP ITEMS A LARGE SHARE OF THE MARKET WAS CAPTURED BY COUNTRIES 
OTHER THAN OUR MAJOR COMPETITORS, JAPAN AND WEST GERMANY. THIS 
INDICATES SOME OF THE IMPORTS COULD HAVE BEEN SECONDHAND 
MACHINERY OR NEW BRANDNAME EQUIPMENT PRODUCED BY SUBSIDIARIES IN 
THIRD COUNTRIES. 

3. PROSPECTS FOR INCREASED FPP EQUIPMENT IMPORTS FROM U.S. 

ARE GOOD, ESPECIALLY FOR SEMI-AUTOMATIC MACHINERY FOR SMALL 
SIZE PLANTS IN THE AREAS MENTIONED IN PARAGRAPH 2 REFTEL (B). 

U.S. SALES EMPHASIS SHOULD BE ON NEW PRICE COMPETITIVENESS, 

QUALITY AND DURABILITY OF U.S. EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY. 

4. WITH RESPECT TO PARA 6 REFTEL (A), DUSIT THANI DOES NOT 

HAVE ROOM SEATING 75-80 PERSONS ONLY. A SUGGESTED ALTERNATIVE IS 
100 SEAT ROOM ON FOURTH FLOOR OF INDRA REGENT HOTEL WHICH HAS 
NECESSARY AUDIO VISUAL FACILITIES. THE APPROXIMATE COST PER 
HALF DAY WOULD BE $25 AND $44 ADDITIONAL IF COFFEE SUPPLIED. 

THIS WOULD BE LESS CONVENIENT LOCATION BUT ACCEPTABLE TO EMBASSY. 
PLEASE ADVISE ASAP IF RESERVATIONS SHOULD BE MADE AT INDRA REGENT. 
KINTNER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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